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Scirpus georgianus R. M. Harper is a perennial, grass-like herb 


of wetland communities. It is 



related to S. atrovirens 


Wilid., and the two are part of a group of live morphologically 
similar species in North America |e.g., S. atrovirens , S. flaccid i- 
folius (Fernald) Schuyler. S. georgianus, S. hattorianns Makino, 
and S. pallidas (Britton) Fernald|. The S. atrovirens complex is 
recognized by: trifid styles: mucronate scale apices; relatively 
straight perianth bristles with thin-walled, round-tipped retrorse 
barbules confined to the distal V 2 of the bristle: and a haploid 
chromosome number of n = 25—28 (Schuyler 1967; Schuyler and 
Whittemore, in press). 

Identification of Scirpns georgianus relies primarily on peri¬ 
anth bristle morphology. This species frequently lacks bristles 
altogether. When bristles are present, they number 1-3 per (lower, 
are typically very short (rarely up to 0.75 times the length of the 
achene), and are smooth or have a few retrorsely oriented bar¬ 
bules near the very lip of the bristle. All other species of the .S'. 
atrovirens complex have 5 or 6 perianth bristles that are usually 
more than 0.75 times as long as the achene and are 
barbellate in the distal ¥2 or more of the bristle. Further, the hap¬ 
loid chromosome numbers of .S’, georgianus (// = 25. 26. and 27) 
are relatively unique in this complex (Schuyler and Whittemore, 
in press). Only the n = 27 cytotype is shared with another spe¬ 
cies— S. Jlaccidifolins of the mid-Atlantic and southeastern United 




The taxonomic boundaries of Scirpns georgianus have been 
interpreted differently by different authors over the years. Fernald 
(1921) reduced this species to a variety as .S’, atrovirens var. geor- 
gianns (R. M. Harper) Fernald. He recognized this taxon by its 

shorter perianth bristles and lower leaves with fewer cross-septae. 
Thp illimfrntinn that ueenmnnnies the description in Grav's Man- 
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ucil of Botany, (page 274; Fernald I960) clearly shows lour peri¬ 
anth bristles (only one side of the fruit is visible) that are nearly 
as long as the aehene. This indicates that Fernald included within 
S. atrovirens var. georgianus a plant considered to be a different 
species by Schuyler (1967)— S. hattorianus. Cronquist (in Glea¬ 
son and Cronquist 1991) went a step further and included all (he 
species in the complex into a large, variable S. atrovirens. 

While reviewing specimens of Scirpns georgianus at the Har¬ 
vard University Herbaria, I discovered a specimen annotated by 
A. E. Schuyler its S. georgianus from Maine. This was the first 
voucher known to me of this species from Maine. Unfortunately, 
the label did not contain detailed locality information. 


Specimen citation: united staths. Maine: York Co.. North Berwick 
springy, grassy hank, local, 22 Jul 1899, Partin 1194 (nebo. 


On 5 August 2001, Lisa Kuronya and I performed a vehicle 
survey of rural roads in North Berwick for Scirpns georgianus. 
Species of this complex routinely occur in human-disturbed hab¬ 
itats such as low areas in fields, ditches, and on farm pond shores 
(Schuyler and Whittemore, in press). A small colony of 5. geor¬ 
gianus was discovered in a wet ditch on a narrow, gravel road in 
the eastern half of the township. Seventeen stems were counted 
in a 3 X 1 m area. Associated species included Viburnum den¬ 
tation L. var. lucidum Aiton, Glycerin striata (Lam.) A. S. 
Hitchc.. Carex projecta Mack.. C. scoparia Schkuhr ex Willd.. 
Juncus ejfusus L.. Euthamia graminifolia (L.) Nutt., and Srm- 
phyotriehum laneeolatuin (Willd.) G. L. Nesom. The site occurred 
at 62 m above mean sea level. A few stems had been cut or 
knocked over bv mowing for road maintenance. 


Specimen citation: united states. Maine: York Co.. North Berwick, road¬ 
side ditch. E side ol Billy Lane, al 92 m elevation, with Viburnum dentatiun 
var. lucidum. Glycerin striata. Cares scoparia, ./uncus ejfusus, and Huthamia 
grainintfoliu, 5 Aug 2001, Haines A Kuronya s.n. (mainhi. 


I lie occurrence ol Scirpns georgianus in Maine is not surpris¬ 
ing given that it occurs on Prince Edward Island and in Strafford 
County, New Hampshire (Schuyler and Whittemore. in press). 
Though this species is widely distributed over much of the eastern 
halt ol the United States, it is rare and disjunct in the northern 
part of its range, including New England (Schuyler 1967). Scirpns 
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georgianns is a target speeies of the Herbarium Reeovery Project. 
This two-year project, directed by the New England Wild Flower 
Society, is collecting information on some of New England's rar¬ 
est and/or poorly known native taxa through herbarium survey. 
Information gathered from this research will be used to direct 
conservation efforts in New England. 
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